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AusVELS: Level 5
Speaking and Listening – Language (ACELA1502)
Writing – Literacy (ACELY1704)

Before we go
•	 Read a short story to the class. At the 

end make a bare assertion (which 
considers no other positions) about 
the quality of the story (e.g. ‘This is a 
boring story’).

•	 Discuss the merits of the story and 
examine the assertion. Do students agree 
or disagree with the assertion? Why?

•	 Discuss how to modify (temper) a bare 
assertion. In groups, students discuss 
how the assertion about the story could 
be tempered (e.g. ‘I thought this was a 
boring story’, ‘In my opinion this was a 
boring story’).

•	 Organise students into small groups 
and explain that they will be walking 
around the local area. During the walk 
they will be asked to recognise and 
challenge assertions. Students will 
record the assertions during the walk, 
and afterwards they will temper the 
assertions accordingly. 
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Out and about
•	 As you walk, stop students at different 

locations and make a bare assertion 
such as ‘This is the quietest street in the 
neighbourhood’, or in a park you could 
assert ‘This playground is never used’.

•	 Students record the assertion, and 
challenge it.

•	 At various locations, choose groups to 
make assertions and ask the rest of the 
class to challenge them.

Lesson Plan Level 5: English 

Changing and 
challenging assertions

F O R  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L S

Suggested time 
Before we go: 60 minutes
Walk: 30–45 minutes
When we get back: 60 minutesKey learning outcomes

Students will be able to:
•	 identify an assertion 

•	 challenge an assertion

•	 temper an assertion

•	 write an informative piece about assertions
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When we get back
•	 Discuss why assertions are used and 

when they should be tempered.

•	 Groups select one or more assertion 
made on the walk and write a short 
piece of text to challenge the assertion 
as they did on the walk. In their piece 
students demonstrate how the assertion 
could be tempered.

•	 Find a container to use as an ‘assertion 
box’, and add pieces of paper with 
assertions written on them. Teacher 
note: Assertions can be written by the 
teacher or by the students. 

•	 Students draw a piece of paper from the 
box and challenge its assertion. Students 
can practise this on a regular basis. 

AusVELS Level 1
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Speaking and 
Listening

Language

Understand how to move beyond making bare 
assertions and take account of differing perspectives 
and points of view (ACELA1502)

•	 recognising that a bare assertion (for example ‘It’s the best 
film this year.’) often needs to be tempered by: using the 
‘impersonal it’ to distance oneself (for example ‘It could be 
that it is the best film this year’); recruiting anonymous support 
(for example ‘It is generally agreed that it is the best film this 
year.’); indicating a general source of the opinion (for example 
‘Most critics agree that it is the best film this year.’); specifying 
the source of the opinion (for example ‘David and Margaret 
both agree that it is the best film this year’) and reflecting on 
the effect of these different choices

Writing Literacy

Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative 
and persuasive print and multimodal texts, 
choosing text structures, language features, 
images and sound appropriate to purpose and 
audience (ACELY1704)

•	 selecting an appropriate text structure for the writing 
purpose and sequencing content according to that text 
structure, introducing the topic, and grouping related 
information in well sequenced paragraphs with a 
concluding statement

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 identify an assertion

•	 challenge and temper an assertion

•	 write bare and tempered assertions in context

Further connections  
Students and their families could:
•	 practise making assertions when walking around the neighbourhood or 

places they visit

•	 practise respectfully challenging assertions  

•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Resources
•	 story on which to base an assertion

•	 small box, jar or container to 
place assertions

•	 pieces of paper

Useful links
Assertion box
www.tolerance.org/activity/assertion-jar

www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets
www.tolerance.org/activity/assertion-jar

